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MAGOR  & ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1959. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
MAGOR  & ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


thp  J ffg  5?  my  Annual  Report  upon  general  conditions  of 

St  Mellons1163  ^ ^ ^ yCar  f°r  the  RuraI  District  of  Magor  and 


(Wales)6  rep°rt  is  drawn  UP  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular  1/60 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Population  estimated  for  1959 
Area  (consisting  of  26  parishes) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 


14,580 
43,217  acres 
4,685 
£312,598 
£1,429 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births 

Number  (Male  125)  (Female  126) 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent,  of  Total  Live  Births... 
Stillbirths 

Number  (Male  1)  (Female  4) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births 
Total  Live  and  Still-Births 
Infants’  Deaths  (Deaths  under  1 year) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  Infants  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  _ ... 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  ...  •••  •••  . . ••• 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  4 weeks  per 
1,000  total  live  births) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week 
per  1,000  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still-births  and  deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still- 
births) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) — 

Number  of  deaths  ... 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire 
Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Still  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire 
Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  Monmouthshire 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Neo  Natal  Death  Rate  for  Monmouthshire 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  Monmouthshire 


251 

17.21 

2.78 

5 

19 

256 

8 

31.87 

31.87 
Nil 

21.88 
15.93 


31.15 

Nil 

Nil 

16.85 

16.5 

0.54 

20.7 

27.23 

22.0 

21.28 

.52 


DEATH  RATE. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  ■ 

(M.  90;  F.  85)  giving  a Death  Rate  of  12.36  per  l,uuu, 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 

The  Death  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  was  ... 


175 

11.6 

11.75 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


In  the  following  table  deaths  are  classified  under  the  36  headings 
based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical 
Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death,  1948. 


M. 

F. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

, , . 

Nil 

Nil 

Tuberculosis,  other 

... 

Nil 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

. . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

Nil 

Nil 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Nil 

Nil 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles 

. . , 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

Nil 

Nil 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

. . . 

3 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

. . . 

6 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

. . . 

Nil 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

... 

Nil 

2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms... 

5 

8 

Leukaemia  Aleukaemia 

Nil 

2 

Diabetes 

Nil 

Nil 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

8 

7 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

25 

11 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

2 

4 

Other  Heart  Disease 

8 

13 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

3 

2 

Influenza 

1 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

Bronchitis 

8 

3 

Other  Disease  of  Respiratory  System 

Nil 

Nil 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

Nil 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

Nil 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

2 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases 

5 

9 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
All  Other  Accidents 
Suicide 

2 

2 

Nil 

2 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

1 

Nil 

90 

Nil 

Nil 

85 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  two  Public  Health  Inspectors  (whole 
time  Officers). 


HOSPITAL  HEALTH  SERVICES,  ETC 

Since  5th  July,  1947,  these  are  administered  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE,  ETC. 

The  Monmouthshire  County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority 
are  responsible  for  the  arrangements  and  Administration  of  the 
Services  under  Part  III  of  the  Act. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  these  Services: — 

(1)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(2)  Midwifery  Services. 

(3)  Health  Visiting. 

(4)  Home  Nursing. 

(5)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(6)  Ambulance  Services. 

(7)  Prevention  of  illness  Care  and  After-Care. 

(8)  Domestic  Help. 

(9)  Duties  under  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Act  and 

Mental  Deficiency  Act. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supplies. 


Whilst  most  of  the  Council’s  area  is  adequately  served  with 
piped  supplies  the  following  “ pockets  ” remain  without  a sufficient 
and  generally  wholesome  supply:  Coedycaerau  area  of  Langstone — 

11  dwellings:  Mynydd  Allt  Tir  Vach  area  of  Llanvaches — 15 

dwellings  and  the  Craig-Ceiliog  area  of  Bettws — 7 dwellings.  Most 
of  these  dwellings  are  dependent  on  “ springs  or  wells  ” the  water 
from  which  is  of  variable  quantity  and  quality,  whilst  in  a few  cases 
rain  water  storage  tanks  are  utilised. 

Owing  to  the  erection  of  Council  Houses  at  Marshfield  and  com- 
plaints of  inadequate  pressure  the  main  supply  pipe  is  to  be  enlarged. 

The  piped  supplies  of  water  in  this  Rural  District  from  water- 
works are  “ constant  ” and  not  intermittent  and  are  not  liable  to 
plumbo-solvency  action. 

Work  has  been  consistent  throughout  the  year  with  regard  to 
emptying  of  cesspools.  The  number  increases  year  by  year  and  the 
total  number  of  cesspools  within  the  area  at  the  end  of  1959  was 
849,  1072  emptyings  were  undertaken  during  the  same  period. 

The  majority  of  dwellings  with  pail  or  earth  closets  are  those 
which  belong  to  houses  which  are  sub-standard,  generally  speaking, 
and  the  department  is  actively  engaged  in  converting  into  water  closets 
where  possible,  whilst  the  condemnation  of  premises  also  tends  to 
lessen  the  number  with  the  result  that  very  few  are  remaining  within 
the  area. 


Owing  to  the  probable  difficulty  that  would  be  experienced  with 
the  discharge  of  the  effluent  into  the  nearby  stream  from  the  proposed 
sewerage  works  at  Henllys,  consideration  was  given  to  a sewer  being 
provided  for  the  discharge  of  effluent  in  the  Eastern  Valley  sewer. 

, Consulting  Engineer  has  also  submitted  a report  on  the 

following  sewerage  and  water  schemes  required  throughout  the  Coun- 
ci  s district  which  has  been  adopted  in  principle,  such  schemes  being 


Cwm  Lane,  Rogerstone  Sewerage  Scheme. 
Henllys  Sewerage  Scheme. 

Marshfield  Sewerage  Scheme. 

Langstone  Sewerage  Scheme  Part  II. 
Llanwem  Sewerage  Scheme. 

Marshfield  Water  Scheme. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  PIPED  WATER  SUPPLIES 
IN  EACH  PARISH. 


A. — By  Local  Authority  or  Statutory  Water  Undertakers. 


Number  of 

Number 

Estimated 

Approximate 

PARISH 

Dwelling 

Supplied 

Population 

Population 

Houses 

Served 

Rogerstone 

1863 

1852 

5800 

5759 

Graig 

501 

478 

1559 

1486 

Marshfield 

278 

266 

868 

827 

St.  Mellons 

314 

301 

976 

936 

St.  Brides  W. 

58 

57 

180 

177 

Peter  stone  W. 

48 

47 

149 

146 

Henllys 

100 

80 

312 

249 

Bettvvs 

45 

35 

140 

109 

Michaelstone-y-Vedw 

64 

48 

199 

149 

Langstone 

313 

299 

973 

930 

Llanwern 

99 

98 

308 

305 

Bishton 

75 

73 

233 

227 

Kemeys  Inferior 

43 

27 

134 

84 

Llanmartin 

79 

75 

246 

233 

Llandavenny 

10 

10 

31 

31 

Nash 

93 

91 

289 

283 

Goldcliffe 

61 

59 

190 

183 

Whitson 

20 

19 

62 

59 

Redwick 

58 

58 

180 

180 

Penhow 

104 

90 

323 

280 

Wilcrick 

5 

5 

16 

16 

Magor 

185 

184 

575 

572 

Llanvaches 

71 

31 

221 

96 

Duff  ryn 

108 

100 

336 

311 

Lower  Machen 

36 

18 

112 

56 

Coedkernew 

54 

45 

168 

140 

B. — Private  Supplies. 

Rogerstone 

Given  above 

7 

Given  above  22 

Graig 

17 

33 

JD 

Marshfield 

33 

9 

33 

28 

Michaelstone 

33 

8 

33 

25 

Llanvaches 

33 

16 

33 

50 

St.  Mellons 

33 

10 

33 

31 

Lower  Machen 

33 

10 

33 

31 

Coedkernew 

33 

8 

33 

25 

Henllys 

33 

10 

33 

31 

o 

Kemys  Inferior 

33 

3 

33 

7 

2 

Llanmartin 

33 

1 

33 

J 

n 

Bettws 

33  - 

3 

33 

y 

St.  Brides 

33 

1 

33 

3 

4,685 

4549 

4,580 

14,147 
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HOUSING. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities 

(iii)  By  other  Bodies  or  persons  ... 


43 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955. 


The  Regulations  came  into  force  on  1st  January,  1956,  and  it 
is  now  essential  to  bring  in  a substantial  supply  of  hot  water  in  order 
that  hands  may  be  frequently  washed  when  dealing  with  food  stuffs 
requiring  it. 

Regulations  apply  to  a much  wider  range  of  premises  than 
hitherto  and  this  provision  must  be  complied  with  in  relation  to  all 
premises  where  “ a food  business  ” is  carried  on.  Regulations  apply 
to  all  cases  where  food  is  handled  whether  or  not  there  is  any  question 
of  sale  or  exposure  for  sale. 


In  brief  the  Regulations  require  the  following  matters: 

(1)  The  cleanliness  of  food  premises,  equipment  and  con- 
tainers. 

(2)  The  protection  of  food  from  the  risk  of  contamination. 

(3)  Lhe  personal  cleanliness  of  all  persons  engaged  in  the 
handling  of  food. 

(4)  The  carriage  and  wrapping  of  “ open  food  ” (i.e.  food 
not  contained  in  a container  of  such  materials  and  so 
closed,  as  to  exclude  all  risk  of  contamination). 

(5)  Persons  engaged  in  the  handling  of  food  who  are  suffer- 
ing from  certain  infections,  such  as  staphylococcal  in- 
fection likely  to  cause  food  poisoning. 

(6)  The  provision  of  a clean,  wholesome,  adequate  and 
constant  water  supply. 

'7^  The  provision  of  wash-hand  basins  and  washing 
facilities  for  persons  engaged  on  the  handling  of  food 

(8)  Si1pmeniSi°n  °f  fadHties  for  the  washinS  of  food  and 
hot  wa<«  raq.,...  Wi,hm  th.  pro.isiom  .f  °f 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949  to  1954,  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949  to  1954,  Milk  Regulations 

1949  to  1954. 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Areas)  Order,  1954, 
came  into  operation  on  the  1st  April,  1954.,  in  respect  of  this  Rural 
District. 

This  meant  that  all  milk  retailed  within  the  area  must  be  sold 
under  a Special  Designation,  the  Special  Designations  authorised  be- 
ing Pasteurised,  Sterilised  and  Tuberculin  Tested. 

By  virtue  of  the  above-mentioned  Regulations  certain  other 
changes  in  the  law  relating  to  Special  Designated  milk  came  into 
force  on  1st  October,  1954. 

Firstly,  producers  licences  to  use  the  Special  Designation 
“ Accredited  ” expired  and  were  not  thereafter  renewable.  Dairy- 
men who  until  then  had  retailed  “ Accredited  ” milk  in  a specified 
area  had  to  sell  or  supply  Pasteurised,  Sterilised  or  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk. 


Secondly,  every  container  (whether  churn,  can  or  bottle)  in 
which  Pasteurised  milk  is  transported,  exposed  or  offered  for  sale, 
is  required  to  be  fitted  with  a cap  or  cover  overlapping  the  lip  of  the 
container,  or  closed  and  fastened  in  some  other  suitable  manner 
approved  by  the  licensing  authority. 

Lastly,  pasteurisers  are  now  required  to  put  the  milk  into  con- 
tainers in  which  it  is  to  be  delivered  to  the  customers  at  the  premises 
at  which  milk  is  pasteurised,  and  as  soon  as  possible  after 
pasteurisation.  Accordingly  the  sale  of  pasteurised  milk  by  can  and 
dipper  became  illegal. 


10 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


All  cases  of  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  are  visited  and  in- 
vestigated by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  after  the  receipt  of  a 
notification.  Where  necessary,  arrangements  are  made  for  the 
removal  of  the  patient  to  an  Isolation  Hospital,  if  accommodation 
is  available. 


The  examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens 
is  carried  out  at  the  Laboratory.  From  the  24th  June,  1957,  the 
address  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  was  altered  from  the  County 
Hall,  Newport,  and  became  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Clytha 
Square,  Newport,  Mon. 


There  has  been  another  change  in  Immunisation  procedure  The 
combined  immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria  has 
been  discontinued  owing  to  the  considered  risk  of  rendering  patients 
more  susceptible  to  attack  by  Poliomyelitis  by  the  combined 
Immunisation. 


Cough^frDipt“Sati0n  iS  Carried  0Ut  SeparateIy  f0r  Whoopin« 

Three  injections  are  given  against  Whooping  Cough  followed  by 
two  injections  against  Diphtheria.  y 

The  following  are  the  particulars  relating  to  Whooping  Cou?h 
Immunisation,  Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Poliomyelitis  and 

of1 ^th;P(SunVdl™aTanierf0nned  dUri"8  ““  yCar  1959  in  resPect 


Whooping  Cough 

0-  4 years 
5-14  years 

Booster  Injections 

0-  4 years 


135 

3 

1 


Diphtheria  Immunisations 

Primary  Injections 

Under  1 year 
1-  4 years 
5-14  years 


4 
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80 

62 

6 


Booster  Injections 

Under  1 year  ...  1 

1-  4 years  ...  ...  6 

5-14  years  ...  ...  12 

Smallpox  Vaccinations 

Under  1 year  ...  ...  86 

1 year  ...  ...  ...  1 

2- 4  years  ...  ...  1 

5-14  years  ...  ...  2 

15  and  over  ...  ...  — 

Booster  Injections 

5-14  years  ...  4 

15  and  over  ...  ...  1 


Poliomyelitis  Vaccinations 

I give  below  details  of  the  poliomyelitis  vaccinations  which  have 
been  carried  out  in  your  area  during  the  year  ended  December,  1959. 


Clinic 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

Risca 

1768 

1864 

1188 

Bedwas 

264 

279 

1 

Trethomas 

558 

839 

520 

Machen 

117 

105 

1 

St.  Mellons 

772 

73 

131 

Magor 

48 

60 

31 

2827 

3220 

1872 

The  above  figures  show  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated  at 
clinics  within  the  area  mentioned.  Inasmuch  as  persons  travelled 
from  their  place  of  abode  to  different  areas  to  receive  their  vaccina- 
tion it  is  not  possible  to  give  a definite  figure  for  each  authority. 

Following  the  death  from  Poliomyelitis  of  the  famous  footballer 
Mr.  T.  Hall,  there  was  an  immediate  rush  for  vaccination  against  the 
disease.  Unfortunately,  this  rush  has  now  died  down  although  the 
vaccination  age  had  been  increased. 
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Analysis  of  Total  Cases  and  Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases,  according  to  Age  Groups  for  1959. 
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Tuberculosis  is  not  included  in  this  summary. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1959. 


Age 

groups 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Total 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Total 

0- 1 years 

1-6  „ 

. 

5-15  ,, 

1 

1 

15-25  „ 

1 

1 

2 

25-35  ,, 

1 

1 

2 

35-4o  , , 

2 

2 

4 

45-65  ., 

1 

1 

1 

3 

65  and  up 

1 

1 

l 

3 

1 

... 

i 

Total 

6 

4 

4 

1 

15 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  incidence  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  compares  favourably 
with  other  areas.  Generally  speaking,  there  is  a marked  decline  in 
the  number  of  cases  throughout  the  country  and  it  is  hoped  that  this 
decline  will  continue. 


FOOD  POISONING. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  reported  during  the  year. 
I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

KENNETH  P.  GILES,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Council  Offices, 

Baneswell, 
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Newport,  Mon. 
Telephone:  Newport  64181. 


MAGOR  AND  ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 


Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Magor  and  St.  Mellons  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Since  the  compilation  of  the  last  report,  the  long  awaited  de- 
cision of  the  siting  of  the  steelworks  has  materialised  with  final 
decision  to  erect  the  Messrs.  Richard  Thomas  and  Baldwins,  Spencer 
Works  at  Llanwern.  The  establishment  of  such  a large  undertaking 
will  not  only  bring  financial  gain  of  a high  level  to  the  Local 
Authority,  but  will  also  in  its  wake  bring  many  problems  to  all 
departments. 

One  of  most  concern  to  our  department  could  be  dealing  with  the 
preventing  as  far  as  humanly  possible,  conditions  that  could  give  rise 
to  that  of  air  pollution.  With  such  a steelworks,  I have  no  doubt  in 
my  mind  that  the  best  practicable  means  of  minimising  air  pollution 
as  required  by  legislation,  arising  from  smoke,  gases,  grit  and  dust 
from  industrial  chimneys  and  the  solid  and  gaseous  pollutants  from 
the  chemical  and  industrial  processes  will  automatically  be  in  the 
forefront  with  the  pioneers. 

Air  pollution  has  been  for  a long  time  past  the  concern  of  various 
governments  culminating  in  the  formation  of  the  well  known  Beaver 

SETS  serf m 19n3  and  directecl  to  examine  the  Se 

I fp“bTeUae„Sd  r°  T^'  5"?“  P™£  ~s 

are  practicable,  and  to  make  recommendations. 

birthlf  *^1^^956. the  CommitKe’s  deliberation  was  the 

ardu^s^^^a^g^bj^ma^ind^Mu^^organ^satio^and^Commfttees^ 

resulting  in  the  successful  outcome  of  the  merthncr  nf  th*  rt  . f ’ 
improved  national  health  and  welfare wiS, the V/j  I S*  f°I 
work  harder,  yet  it  marked  only  the  beginning  of  what  sh^M 

jXStoST  by  local  authorities  toll's', 
has  been  placed  to  enforce  the  main  provisions  of  the  Act.  ? 

Whatever  problems  that  will  arise  in  the  future,  I am  satisfied 
and  the  lhgtest^tandard  th”"  ™h  th=  1** 
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During  the  year  the  Government  introduced  its  scheme  for  sup- 
plementary discretionary  grant  with  a new  system  of  “standard” 
grants  which  could  be  claimed  as  of  right,  if  the  house  lacked  the 
standard  amenities.  The  proposal  was  welcomed  as  another 
step  towards  improving  housing  standards  in  the  Country.  However, 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year  very  few  applications  were  received  with 
no  marked  appreciation  by  the  owners  of  properties  to  take  the 
opportunity  of  modernising  their  properties.  The  cautious  response 
by  the  public  is  probably  due  to  the  wariness  of  getting  something  for 
nothing. 

In  the  course  of  time  spent  in  connection  with  housing  work,  a 
problem  which  is  coming  to  the  fore  and  which  is  the  concern  of 
planning  and  housing  authorities  is  that  of  the  rehabilitation  of  old 
houses.  If  our  stock  of  older  houses  is  to  be  allowed  to  degenerate 
without  being  in  proper  condition,  the  planning  authorities  and  housing 
will  find  themselves  faced  in  the  non-too  distant  future  with  problems 
regarding  the  future  development  of  additional  areas  of  sub-standard 
accommodation. 

It  is  therefore,  imperative  that  Local  Housing  Authorities  should 
remember  their  statutory  duty  to  ensure  that  houses  capable  of  being 
repaired  are  kept  in  repair.  That  very  recent  controversial  statute 
the  Rent  Act,  1957,  has  lessened  if  not  removed  at  least  one  of  the 
obstacles  to  the  repair  of  older  properties,  since  the  larger  rents  now 
obtainable  have  rendered  it  easier  to  establish  that  a house  can  be 
repaired  at  reasonable  expense  with  reference  to  the  rent  recoverable 
from  the  tenant.  The  small  rent  previously  obtained  led  to  houses 
being  classified  as  incapable  of  repair  at  a reasonable  expense  because 
the  landlords  would  have  been  quite  unable  to  recover  the  expenditure 
incurred  within  a reasonable  period  of  time. 

However,  the  future  of  Public  Health  and  Housing  is  bright. 
Progress  has  been  evident  in  the  broad  fields  of  endeavour-satisfactory 
housing  conditions,  clean  air,  safe  food,  with  new  and  extended 
legislation  to  raise  still  the  high  standard  of  environmental  hygiene  in 
this  Country. 

36  Improvement  Grants  were  made  during  the  year. 

17  Unfit  houses  were  dealt  with  by  the  Council  under  Section 
16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 
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SUMMARY  OF  REPAIRS. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  work  carried  out  as  a result  of 
47  informal  and  11  abatement  notices  served  upon  the  owners  con- 
cerned:— 


Number 

of  walls  made  damp  proof 

20 

33 

„ sash  cords  provided  to  windows 

16 

33 

„ windows  and  window  frames  repaired 

17 

33 

„ roofs  repaired 

24 

33 

„ gutterings  and  downpipes  repaired  ... 

18 

33 

„ doors  repaired  and  renewed 

9 

33 

„ floors  repaired  or  relaid 

12 

33 

„ ceilings  repaired 

18 

33 

„ skirting  boards  repaired 

8 

33 

„ chimneys  repaired 

11 

33 

„ drains  repaired  and  cleansed 

28 

33 

„ sinks  provided 

5 

33 

55  W.C.  cisterns,  flush  pipes  and  service 

water  pipes 

9 

33 

5,  W.C.  pans  and  W.C.  structures  repaired 

or  renewed  ... 

10 

33 

„ grates  repaired  or  renewed 

16 

33 

„ cesspools  made  good 

14 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  work  of  the  Rodent  Operative,  not  only  being  an  unenviable 
job  is  obviously  an  essential  one  which  must  be  carried  out  in  the 
every  day  life  of  the  community.  One  could  well  imagine  the 
circumstances  that  could  arise  if  the  rat  population  was  left  unattended 
and  allowed  to  increase  at  the  usual  phenomenal  rate. 

• However  the  work  throughout  the  year  was  carried  out  at  a con- 

DremiSeseVeT^lth  ^ TT'  nun]ber.of  complaints  from  domestic 
P . The  requests  for  eradication  of  premises,  other  than 

Slght  - °n  ±e  inCrease  as  comPared  with  previous 
years.  Full  co-operation  was  received  from  all  persons  concerned 
and  on  no  occasions  was  the  service  of  notices  required. 
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Most  of  the  operative’s  time  has  been  spent  in  carrying  out 
disinfestations  when  they  occur  at  private  properties  with  the 
necessary  following  up  visits  at  some  later  date.  Time  was  also  spent 
with  the  disinfestation  of  business  premises  where  a reasonable  charge 
was  made  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  work  involved. 

The  usual  two  treatments  of  routine  disinfestations  of  sewers 
were  carried  out  during  the  year  with  satisfactory  results. 

During  the  year  353  private  and  other  premises  were  treated 
with  satisfactory  results;  25  routine  treatments  were  carried  out  on 
the  Council’s  refuse  tips. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

All  cases  of  notified  infectious  diseases  were  visited  and  in- 
vestigated and  terminal  disinfection  carried  out  when  necessary. 

Visits  made  ...  ...  22 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  4 

Patients  removed  to  hospital  ...  5 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

(i)  Direct  to  the  houses  ...  4,437 

(ii)  By  means  of  stand-pipes  ...  9 

PIPED  SUPPLIES. 

21  samples  of  treated  supplies  were  submitted  for  bacteriol- 
ogical examination,  9 of  which  were  unsatisfactory.  These  samples 
were  taken  from  the  Council’s,  Cardiff  and  Newport  Corporation 
supplies  at  various  points  within  the  area. 

A further  36  samples  of  untreated  supplies  were  also  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination,  out  of  which  25  were  unsatisfactory. 

72  connections  from  the  Council’s  and  the  Newport  Corporation 
water  mains  were  carried  out  during  the  year;  of  this  number  70  were 
to  new  houses  occupied  during  the  year. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Shops  Act,  1950, 
relating  to  sanitary  and  other  arrangements  in  shops. 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  AND  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


There  are  7 butchers’  shops  within  the  area.  There  are  no 
licensed  private  slaughterhouses,  the  meat  for  sale  in  these  shops 
being  collected  from  neighbouring  public  and  private  slaughterhouses. 

4 applications  were  received  for  licences  to  slaughter  pigs  only, 
all  of  which  were  granted  by  the  Council. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  SECTION  269. 

TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT,  1947- 
SECTION  17. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 


The  trailer  caravan— touring,  holiday  or  residential— has  become 
an  essential  part  of  modern  life.  For  Public  Health  and  Planning 
Authorities  the  caravan  presents  both  problems  and  opportunities. 


The  use  of  caravans  as  permanent  homes  constitute  a risk  to 
Public  health,  a lowering  of  housing  standards  and  a negation  of 
measures  designed  to  improve  the  well  being  of  the  people. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  sections  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  under  which  Local  Authority  now  control  the.  use  of 
caravans,  were  designed  to  deal  with  their  use  for  residential  pur- 
poses, and  not  as  houses.  New  legislation  is  needed,  aimed  at  en- 
suring that  the  construction  of  caravans  to  be  used  for  residential 
purposes  conforms  to  a prescribed  standard;  that  new  sites  equally 
conform  to  a proper  standard  of  facility  and  that  existing  sites, 
particularly  those  with  planning  established  user  right  are  raised  by 
a predetermined  date  to  the  standard  prescribed  for  new  sites 


Whatever  new  legislation  is  forthcoming  it  must  be  flexible 
enough  to  deal  adequately  with  the  diverse  nature  of  residential 
caravan  use  and  the  various  types  of  sites  that  exist. 


What  has  become  an  established  way  of  life  for  so  many  people, 
the  human  and  administrative  problems  will  be  many.  To  achieve 
an  ultimate  solution  of  those  problems  will  require  close  liason  betwe-n 
authorities  and  departments  within  authorities.  Furthermore  it  is 
not  posstwe  to  divorce  entirely  the  problems  of  caravanTS  per! 

pu^osesUSe  fr°m  th°Se  assoclated  with  caravans  used  for  residential 
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Regular  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  the  3 caravan  sites 
at  St.  Brides,  with  particular  emphasis  on  the  structural  type  of 
caravan  allowed  on  the  sites  and  the  standard  of  conditions  of 
occupation  required  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  no  serious 
problems  arose  during  such  visits.  The  sites  were  satisfactorily 
maintained  with  strict  adherence  to  the  requirements  of  good  manage- 
ment with  the  public  health  aspects  always  in  the  forefront. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Planning  Department  of  the  County 
Council  for  the  willing  and  prompt  assistance  given  whenever  any 
planning  problem  arose. 

26  applications  were  received  to  station  caravans  in  different 
parts  of  the  area,  all  of  which  were  granted  until  31st  December, 
1959,  when  the  applications  would  again  be  reviewed  for  a further 
12  months. 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


The  cases  enumerated  below  were  heard  before  a Court  of 
Summary  Jurisdiction  with  the  following  results. 


Name 

Offence 

Date 

N.  Dixon 

Stationing  a move- 
able  dwelling  for 
more  than  60  days  in 
1 year. 

20.  2.59. 

A Fine  of  £2  per 
day  was  previously 
inflicted  by  the 
Court.  When  re- 

heard the  fine 
amounted  to  £70. 

Mrs.  I.  Phillips 

do. 

24.  4.59. 

A Fine  of  5/-  per 
day  was  previously 
inflicted  by  the 
Court.  Total  fine 
amounted  to  £28 
when  reheard  by  the 
Magistrates. 

Wm.  Manning 

do. 

29.  5.59. 

£5  Fine. 

J.  Williams 

do. 

6.11.59. 

£2  Fine. 
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ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT,  ETC.) 
REGULATIONS,  1947-1952. 


The  usual  necessary  periodical  inspections  of  all  the  registered 
premises  for  the  sale  of  Ice-cream  were  carried  out  during  the  past 
12  months. 

The  full  co-operation  of  all  retailers  was  received  during  visits 
of  inspections  and  taking  of  samples. 

Inasmuch  as  there  are  no  premises  registered  within  the  area  to 
manufacture  ice-cream  the  trend  of  the  retailers  is  to  purchase  ice- 
cream pre-packed  from  manufacturers  outside  the  area. 

During  the  course  of  the  visits  no  adverse  conditions  were 
noted. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Progress  in  the  field  of  Public  Health  has  come  a long  way 
since  the  past  as  it  has  followed  a somewhat  erractic  course.  Some 
obvious  sources  of  danger  were  passed  by,  one  of  which  was  unsafe 
food.  By  today  it  has  become  increasingly  obvious  that  much  scientific 
and  research  work  has  been  carried  out  with  the  resultant  high  level 
of  safety  in  food  before  consumption  by  the  public.  However,  all 
the  time  and  energy  spent  in  the  past  will  crumble  in  a very  short 
time  should  the  education  of  the  individual  be  neglected.  The  in- 
centive of  producing  the  highest  standard  by  the  best  hygienic  methods 
is  destroyed  or  of  no  use  whatsoever  if  by  the  action  of  some 
irresponsible  person  in  the  handling  of  food  gives  rise  to  an  outbreak 
of  any  form  of  food  poisoning,  e.g.  the  irresponsible  mother  who 
will  go  to  work  handling  food  knowing  that  there  is  diarrhoea  or 
infection  in  the  home. 


Food  Poisoning  is  one  of  the  few  bacterial  diseases  which  has 
defied  all  attempts  at  control.  The  still  high  incidence  of  poisoning 
is  one  of  the  most  challenging  problems  of  preventative  medicine. 
Conditions  can  still  be  improved  if  everyone  is  determined  to 

play  his.  or  her  pan  by  following  simple  fundamentals  with  practical 
application. 


The  attitude  of  some  housewives  is  often  an  obstacle  in  the  clean 
food  campaign.  Purchases  are  made  at  the  cheapest  and  not  in  the 
cleanest  shop.  Until  such  housewives  can  be  convinced  of  the  value 
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of  clean  food  in  clean  surroundings,  efforts  on  our  part  mus:  be 
continued.  The  increase  of  the  use  of  prepacked  foods  will  provide 
the  ultimate  answer  to  the  question,  but  such  foods  may  present  their 
own  problems  regarding  value  for  money  and  control  of  quality. 

One  striking  feature  throughout  the  area  and  especially  on  new 
estates,  is  the  presence  of  the  mobile  shops.  Experience  however 
indicates  that  the  public  particularly  in  rural  areas,  prefers  the  mobile 
to  the  isolated  shops  for  a variety  of  reasons. 

Ihe  isolated  shop,  with  its  clutter  of  unnecessary  advertisements, 
its  boxes  and  cartons,  more  often  than  not  detracts  from  the 
pleasantness  of  any  residential  site.  Moreover,  it  establishes  a 
monopoly  and  shoppers  have  to  carry  their  own  purchases. 

It  encourages  the  inefficient  housewife  who  spends  more  time 
than  she  should  running  to  the  shop  around  the  corner.  Un- 
fortunately one  loophole  in  the  law  is  that  although  a shopkeeper  has 
to  close  his  door  at  a certain  hour,  depending  on  what  he  sells,  the 
mobile  trader  can  do  business  at  any  hour  of  the  day  and  night. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

The  year  1959  is  an  appropriate  time  in  which  to  review  the 
great  changes  that  have  taken  place  and  are  still  taking  place  in  the 
milk  industry  in  this  country.  It  was  on  October  1st,  1949,  that 
Supervision  of  the  production  of  milk  was  transferred  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  from  local  authorities  who  were 
then  left  with  the  responsibility  of  looking  after  milk  from  the  time  it 
leaves  the  farm  until  it  is  delivered  to  the  householder. 

Today  over  80%  of  England  and  Wales  are  in  specified  areas 
where  only  bottled  designated  milk  is  supplied  to  consumers.  The 
continuous  policy  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
to  develop  the  establishing  of  attested  and  tuberculin  tested  dairy 
herds  is  now  within  sight  of  its  target.  The  technique  of  milk  heat 
treatment  is  as  highly  developed  in  this  country  as  in  any  country 
in  the  world  and  the  efficient  supervision  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  of  these  plants  has  stimulated  the  manufacturers  of  dairy 
plant  in  their  efforts  to  make  their  products  second  to  none.  However, 
there  is  still  no  room  for  complacency,  for  no  machinery  is  foolproof 
and  only  by  continuous  supervision  and  sampling  of  heat  treated 
milk  could  Public  Health  Authorities  ensure  these  milks  were  pure 
and  safe  for  the  consuming  public. 
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The  gross  adulteration  of  milk  is  fortunately  on  the  decline,  but 
that,  with  the  rationalising  of  milk  distribution  which  had  the  effect 
of  placing  the  pasteurisation  of  milk  in  fewer  hands,  I feel  it  is  time 
to  change  the  incidence  of  sampling  fom  less  bottled  milk  samples 
to  more  samples  of  the  farm  milk  intake  at  the  processing  dairy. 

54  licences  to  retail  designated  milk  were  issued  and  36  samples 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  2 of  which  were  un- 
satisfactory. 


HOUSE  REFUSE. 

A weekly  collection  in  all  parishes  is  being  undertaken  by  the 
the  Council. 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  tipping  at  Bettws  and  Magor,  and 
occasioned  no  serious  nuisances. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  routine  treatment  in  connection  with 
rodent  control,  both  tips  were  given  dressings  with  D.D.T.  base 
during  the  summer  months  in  order  to  control  insects  pests. 

I remain. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

I.  JAMES, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1959, 
for  the  Rural  District  of  Magor  & St.  Mellons  in  the  County  of 

Monmouth. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


1.— INSPECTION  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS 
AS  TO  HEALTH. 

(including  Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

1 

M'c 

Number 

dumber  of 

line 

No. 

2 

on 

Register 

3 

Inspections 

4 

Written 

Notices 

5 

Occupier 

Prosecuted 

6 

1.  - Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2 3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

1 

2 

5 

... 

... 

2. — Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
to  which  Section  7 applies 

2 

34 

G5 

... 

3. — Other  Premises  under  the 
Act  (excluding  out  workers’ 
premises.) 

3 

12 

19 

... 

Total 

48 

89 

... 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

1 

M c 
Line 
No. 

2 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  pro- 
secutions 
were 

instituted 

7 

Found 

3 

Remedied 

4 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 
5 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

6 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temperature  (S  3) 
Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors(^6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  homework) 

Total  

4 

5 
(i 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 

12 

2 

2 

... 

... 

... 

2 

2 

24 


